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Groundwater Regulation for Private Well Owners

Groundwater Regulation for Private Well Owners

Explains how groundwater production and use is managed and regulated in Texas.

State law does not provide any state agency with the authority to regulate the use or production of groundwater.
Groundwater production and use is managed and regulated by local or regional groundwater conservation districts

(GCDs)[4].

Areas that are not within a GCD are subject to the rule of capture that essentially provides that groundwater, once it has
been captured by a well and produced to the surface, belongs to the landowner. Limitations to the rule of capture include:

capture and use of groundwater cannot be done maliciously with the purpose of injuring a neighbor or amount to willful
waste of the resource

a landowner is liable for damages if his negligent pumping of groundwater results in the subsidence of neighboring land
(that is, lowering in elevation of the land surface caused by the withdrawal of groundwater).

Find a licensed water well driller in your area.[5] (&,

Drought Impact on Texas Surface Water[7]

Posted February 9, 2017 ‘yppate

-

(8]

[1] https://www.tceq.texas.gov

[2] https://www.tceq.texas.gov/response

[3] https://www.tceq.texas.gov/response/drought

[4] https://www.tceq.texas.gov:/permitting/water_supply/groundwater/districts.html
[5] http://www.license.state.tx.us/LicenseSearch/

[6] https://www.tceq.texas.gov:/help/policies/linking_policy.html

https://lwww.tceq.texas.gov/response/drought/groundwater_regulation.html 1/2


https://www.tceq.texas.gov/
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/public_main.html
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/business_main.html
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/air_main.html
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/land_main.html
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/water_main.html
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/response
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/response/drought
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/water_supply/groundwater/districts.html
http://www.license.state.tx.us/LicenseSearch/
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/help/policies/linking_policy.html
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/response/drought/drought-map.jpg
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/response/drought/drought-map.jpg
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/
mailto:ac@tceq.texas.gov

2/9/2017 Groundwater Regulation for Private Well Owners - TCEQ - www.tceq.texas.gov

[7] https://www.tceq.texas.gov:/assets/public/response/drought/drought-map.jpg

[8] https://www.tceq.texas.gov:/assets/public/response/drought/drought-map.jpg

« Drought in Texas Home

« Drought and Public Water Systems

« Water Rights During Drought

« Priority Calls: Claiming Water Rights
« Water Conservation

- How are we doing? Take our customer satisfaction survey
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